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In Irief --

We're back againl After a one-month layoif bzcause of owr Dec. @ye surgery,
SOT4J is rolling once more (although we will have to take it easy for the next
couwole of months, at least, and so will have to limil it to a max. of cnce a
week for a while....). Lots-of things on hand for next few issues.

TWJ Status Reportu: Iost of Section A and all of B back from Brian Burley;
no word yet on resi of #80. #83 baing worked on again; we anticipate late Jan,
publication, in a mixture of mimso & offset, with 60-BO pages, Please start
sending material for #B8l (especially needad are surveys/reports on various phases
of SF & Fantasy during 1973).

Please return your THJ/SOTJJ Questionneire promptly i1f you've not al ready done
so; we'll hold publication of results until after Jan, 15.

Also, please respond to.the two polls announced in SOTWJ :113: (1) Hame the five
stories (or less, if you can't think of fiva), SF or otherwise (preferably SF),
which have had the greatest .offect on you, & add a few sentences or short para-
gravh for ea. axplaining wny- (films, TV shows, plays, ctc., also acceptable). (2)
List five bocks which you think should be nominated for 197k Hugo, and give a short
explanation of why ea. was includad, Deadline for both polls: 31 Jan. '?E.

Thanks to Geo. Fergus for suggesting name-change for "The Mystery Nook". Ques~ -
tion: BShould we keep mystery material sevarate, or include all book reviews.in , '
single review section (itself to be under "Bookworld!)? YSF Parade" includes fg |

NCw ‘Dy

mere than just SF books, so this titls will be dropped w/3#121.
No room for CCLOPHON; see #118 or :/120 for details (see @ ove for sub rate).
-- DLM
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SOTI-118/2
- THE LCCAL SCENE

New Book Store -- The unnamed new Wheaton book store we mentioned in SOTWJ #118
is the Wit's End Book Store (apparently one of a growing chain--we ran across
another with the ‘'same name an an identical advert_sing flyer in Frostburg, MD
last summer). and itS addross is 2406 University Blvd., West, Wheaton, MD. Its
hours are 11 a.m. te & p.m. Mon. thru Sat., & 11 a.m., to § p.m. Sun, It sells
both hardhacks and paperbacks (the latter always at 3-price), and gives 15¢ cred-
1% on paperbacks brought in. It is, of coursc, a used book store,

Media Notes -~ : :

Fadior  WTOP-Radio, the all-news station, will, as anncunced in SOTWJ #118 (this
is Just a reminder), will begin broadcasting the new CBS Radio Mystery Theater on
Sun., Jan., é. The secries will "emphasize the macabre and wnexplained rather than
pure mystery and detection", will be narrated by 3.G, Marshall, and will feature
star-quality acting talent‘(Agneé'Moorehead, Richard Widmark, Zero Mostel, Kim
Aunter, Van Heflin, Celeste Holm, etc.), most of them appearing at the 1959 radio
rate of $l00 (it's the low cost of deing such shows in the medium of radie which
makes such a series possible--and which makes it probable that this may be just
e Lirst In a waloome revival of new radio dramatic shows). Producer is Himan
Brown, croator of sush radlo classics as The Thin Hen, lnner ‘Sanctum, Grand Central
Station, and Bulldog Drummond. ‘The seriss will be broadecast nigntly, seven days a
weel, from 11:07 p.m. to midnight; sach episode will ooen with she creaking door
of the 0ld Imner Sanctum series, Write-ups on Browm and the series appeared in
THE WASHINGTON POST. (Jean- M.-Wnite} #4/12/73) and THE WASHINGTON STAR-NEWS (Louise
Lague; 18/12/73). ua hope te get on the mailing list for the weekly schedules pub-
lished by the CBS Radio Drama Network, and will rass this info along in SCTWJ. The
first twe shows in the series arc "Old Cnas Are Hard o Ki11" (w/Agnes Moorehead),
and "Return of the Morsebys". #¢ WEDA-FM (90.9) will revive its contemporary
radio drams scries, "Barplay', starting Bum. Jan., 6 (B-8:30 p.m.) with Conred Brom-
parg's "Tranafsrs" (a radio reporter finds hims.if covering his own hold-up) and
Megan Terry's “An American Wodding Ritual Monitored/Transmitted by the Planet
Jupiter; othsr Jan, shows: 13, Julie Bovasso's "Strangers in an Autumn Tulliphtts
20, Mavor Meora's fCustoms''s 27, Norman Kling's "Introduction to = Frune Dantsh"
and Staphen Orego’s "I Miss Thom A11". "Radic Rovisitod" will continws wapakdays
at 8 poms, with "Tho Groat Gildarslesve" replacine YFithor Noleo & %olly" en Tues,,
and "The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes" (with Sir John Gielgud as Holmes and Sir
Ralph Richard=on as '{fataon) will =oplace "Tho Lonc Ranges" on Wad. s in the Friday
Wimeglot a1l ba: Y, MEscape” (MPhewe Skeletan Key”--uutztanding:s: 11, "afe with
Luigi®; 18, "Quict Pleasc" ("Thing on Fourble SoardT-<vary poodl}; 25, Ythe Aldrich
Family". s#/ UEJC (91.5) still has "Sounds Like Yesterday" weekdays 7-8 pP.M.3-a
few highlights: 2, "Suspense” ("Murder by the Book")s 9, "Secrets of Juolland Yard";
16; MCreaking Door" ("Hauntsd Hangman® 3 @3, "Quist Pleano" ("Thing on tho Fourble
doard"); 2L, "X Minus fne (M9hs Dia Hachind®): 30, “hxinting Hour ("Homioida
House'], ¥ WAMU-IM (88.5) 1s still presenting s-hour "Speaking of Science Fice
tlon" series Mondays at 10:25 a.m.: 7, "Thumes & Ideas"; 1k, "Sixy Years of
Scisnes Piction®; 21, "Symac fomembara™y 28, "Coienee Fiction Films", Norman Cor-
win fans should tune in on "Recellections" con 11 Jan, at 9:30 p.me #F IGTS-FM
(91.9) will feature "Suspense" on its 19 Jan, shoy (Sats., 113130 pum.). #7 Six-
wdgk course, "Writdng for Aroadeagiang!, will - given by N.Va, Community College
starting 16 Jan. (Weds., 7 to 10 p.m.; tuition, . 18); for info: call 323-3168/69.

W: Les Mayer reports that Silont Running will be on IV in Feb.; more details
next SOTAJ, Lee Majors' The Siz Million Dollar Man will be a weekly series start-
iag latar this month (Jan. 1B%). C.K. Chesterton's Fasher Brown will have its own
ong-hour weekly serdies on British V; Kenneth More wilil play the title role. (Cops!
This wasn't local news, was it?....)

Hovies: ‘The Diy of the Dolphin at Loew's gmbas gy;  Don't Look Now at the Apex;
The Exorcist al the Oimwes; Fartastic Planet (a "must") at the Janus 1 & the Cer-
berus 3; Sleeper (wbody Allen in 2173} at the avalon 1; Westworld at the Hillside-
Drive-In. And you just missed the delightful ©,000 ¥ingers of Dr. T at ths AFI.
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5. F. PARADE: Book Revicws

Out of the Mouth of the Dragon, by Mark Geston (ice Books). ZﬁON D'AMMASSA/

fnowing Donald Wollhsim's aversion to cxperimuntal fiction, I was pleasant-
ly surprised to.find him publishing Mark Geslon's second novel. After the medio-
cre Lords of the Starship, I would never have exnected Geston to produce such a
finc novel, Dragon is primarily a mood pieca, designed to drive home to the
reader the utbter hopelessness and usclessness of war., This is by no means a
masterpiece, and cannot be considered pleasant roading. But war is not a pleas-
ant subject, DMNeither is it an easy book to read. Bubt if the reader recognizes
Geston's purpose, and approaches the ncvel as an allegory, he will be more than
revarded.,

Night of Light, by Philip Jose Farmer (BerXley, !'72; rgpr.; shorter version F&SF
6/57 (Full marks %o Berkley for indicating tnasi.). Zﬁgviewer, KEN OZANNE/
I guess this was probably writtsn before the Carmody stories I mentioned a
couole of SOTWJ's back, Chronclogically, they f£it into the middle of this one.
This is a story of religion--a reciZgion that threatens to suoplant Christian-
ity. It has all the trappings--a living god: genuing, indubitable miracles; etc.
Somehow it didn't take-fire for :ma, This —ras one of the comparatively few books
that I didn't finish at 2 single sitting. (Il may have been because of this very
fact, but the jump of 27 ycars g-way throagh was a bit sudden for me, It's a
dangerous technique, and T don't think Farmer had the skill for it back thén.)
Altogether, this is a vory disappointing book, It's close to being really
good, but isn't. (Warning: I tend to get more upsct by a below-average book from
a major talent than by a downrignt poor bock from somsone from whom I expect less.)
It's not really a bad book, but 1 don't recomnend it. Read one of the “River-
world® scries or the "Pocket Universe" seriss instead.
Assignment: Nor'Dyren, by Sydney van Scyoc [Avon Books). /ﬁeviewer, DONM D'AMMASSA7
This second novel shows definite improvarment over the author!s earlier Salt-
flower, but it still falls shori of success. Larthman Tol Bailey journeys to
Nor'Dyren to investigatc that rlanci's antomation, He discovers that the three
distinct alien races who inhabit the nlanet have become so stratified and role-
oriented, their culiuwre is disintegrating., The mystary of their recent decline
is trensparent to the reader far bafer: it becomes obvious te the hero. The alien
culture itself is so far from beliavable, the 2ntire story falls apart. The trend
is up, but this author still has a loug way to go.

A Choice of Gods, by Clifford D. Simak (Berkley Books). [ﬁéviower, DAVID STZVEE]

"One day," the blurb tells us, "idankind disappeared. . ." When it did, a
planctary population of eight billion was drooped to a bare handful of people and
the robots that had been built, In trying to survive, the people suddenly found
themsclves with century-spanning lives, and 2 power which allowed them to travel
between the stars. What little civilization is left consists of an Indian tribe,
a band of former farm workers, a family, and the robots. They share the nlanet
for thousands of years, until one of the star bravellers returns with the news
that the rest of humanity has been found, and is returning to iarth.

This is a finely honed example of a Clifif Simak pastoral novel (finely honed
like an old plow?), and while the characters and plot move at the sure steady
pace of a farm horsc towards a satisfying conclusion, I can't for the 1life of me
figure how it made the Hugo nomination list last year. (This, by the way, must
be the first timec a publisher has advertized shat the boock in hand has been nomi-
nated for a Hugo; normally, only thc winnars get a notation that a "Hugo Award!
was given. Tthat must say something about the publisher or the award, but I don't
know what,.,.)

David Starr: Space Rangar, by Isaac Asimov (Sipgnot Books). lﬁON D‘AMMASSQ?
Asimov did nimself a great disserviee whon he turned his hand to juveniles.
Bverything that is cdissatisfying and most oven tc criticism is present in the open-
(Over)
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S.F. PARADZ {Continued) --

ing volume of the Lucky Starr series. The hero is perfect, a leading brain in
the human government and a muscleman, despite the fact that he is barely out of
his teens. The villains are clearly defined as such. The beok is obvicusly
written down, with [lowery speech and a rapid nacc. It is oractically a parody
of an adult S novel, an inexcusable lapse on Asimov's part. ((This should have
appearzd defore the review of the second book in the series a couple of SOTWJ's
back; it was overlooked at that “ime. Sorry. --ed.))

Analysis of Surgs, by J. Pickford (Macmilian, Loadon '69). /KEN OZANNE/

This is onc of Macmillan’s series in hydraulics~-a series I do not know well,
Pickford is from the Civil Enginsering devartment of the Loughborough University
of Technology, but I can't find refercnce to his actual position.

Frankly, I was disappecinted in this book. I was heping for a good deal more
in the way of straight theoretisal -discussicn than is actually nresented. As it
is, there is a fair amount of emphasis on graphizal analysis, some discussion of
finite difference techniques and of iterative nrocedures. In other words, it
appears that the book is written more for the practical engineer than the applied
mathematician, and one certainly can't fault it for that.

" But one can fault the book for its lack of emphasis on the use of computers
on the heavily numerically oriented material. Granted, there are odd flow charts
shown, and cven some discussion of the application of anzlog machines to some of
the work. But digital machines might almost not exist--there are precisely two
references to them in the whole book, On this ground alone, the book has the air
of something published in the early, not the late, sixiies.

Not recommended unless you already have some expertise in the field, and only
then if you are very familiar with the use of computers in this general area.

Half Past Human, by [.J. Bass (Ballantins Pooks). /Reviewer, DON D'AMYASSA/

The world of the ncbbishes is one of the most fully realized settings to ap-
pear in a SF novel in many years. Bass has created a repulsive but realistic
culture of the far future, when man has evolved into 2 hivelike creature without
individuality cr personal courage. Into this culture he introduces an atavism to
earlier, aggressive humanity, and then he sits back and allows the forces to re-
solve themselves, This is not a nice story, but it makes an excellent novel.

The Hero of Doymways, by Michael G. Gonecy (DAW Books). Zﬁ&VID STEVER/

This is Concy's fourth novel, and it shows signs of his development as a
writing talent, and marks him as a person to watch in the future. Downuways is
a world of underground tumnsls and chambers inhabited by a large iribe of seeming
human beings, who live off the grubs and blackfurs with whom they share this cxis-
tence, while they try to aveid the Oddlies (the mutants that were placed in deep
passages to die) and the mighty dageertooth (a killer that at certain times attacks
and brings much destruction to the pecnle of Downways), The last time a Daggertooth
came into Downways, a Hero slew it, only to die himself as a result of the wounds
he suffered, A picce of this hero was placed in a cloning vat wnich belongs to
the neople, and when the time comes that they need another Hero, they will simply
grow one, In this novel, the time has come, as a Daggertcoth has been spotted,
but the Herc that they grow--John-A--proves 4o be a disruotive foree, and pretty
much a bastard, before he can prove himself in combat with the Daggartooth,

This is an excellent book, deserving of consideration come Hugo nomination
time, but I still can't.decide why Chapter twenty exists, at the end of such a
fine work. The story that the author had bsan telling us ended with.Chapter
ninetesen, and this last Chapter is totally superflucus to that story. #Bighk
Seme people just don't know when to ston & good thing....

Nets of Space, by Bwil Petaja (Berkley Books). /Reviewer, DON D'AMMASSA/ ..

The hero of this novel dreams a lot, mostly of keing eaten by giant intelli-
gent crabs who don't resalize men are intelligent. Then one day he wakes up and
finds out it's true. This book is every bit as ghastly as I hope I made it sound.
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8N PASSANT: Lettercolumn

Jim Goldfrank, 10516 Edgemont Dr., Adelphi, MD 20783 (9/12/73)

« + » I very much enjoyad your media ccmments, and resolved not to miss
Vampyr., I didn't enjoy Vampyr as much. ¥y ho~-hum attitude was because of the
Tact that most of the time I r¢ally didn't know what was going on. . . partly
becausc of the latcness of the hour, the fact that I have become a baldng freak
(L missed some of the movie whilc working on some bread), and the misty photo-
graphy. , . :

? I very much cnjoyed the book reviews. A good resumé saves me not only buy-
ing a book that gets a poor review, but also good boocks with subject matter which
is not particularly to my taste.

I have been amazed to fingd recently how good my local library is on titles
which have not appeared in paperback, or which I might have missed. I feel no
shame in picking books out of the young adult section of the bookmobile.

I would recommend Star Brat by William Morrissey. At young Del's (full
name is deliverance from tThe void) coming of age he finds that he was taken from
the wreck of an escape craft as an infant. Then he is taken by a slaver, and he
starts his carger &s a gladiator. The book traces his course through a planet
whose inhabitants live according to Norse myths, an encounter with a future-
Ulysses whose Penclope leaves something to be desired, a computer vlanet, to the
caotaincy of his own star ship, and finaily the kingship of a planet whoss people
have forgotten how to fight (even to protect themselves apa nst the slavers),
Good mnace opera in the PLANET STORIES traditi on. (Incidentally, one of my girls
(an 1l-year-0ld) is turning on to science fiction, and enjoyed the book as much
as I did. , . She also very much enjoyed Tombs of Atuan, which I took out at the
same time. I now mean Lo start her on Wizard of FZarthsea.)

I am convinced of the importance of "turning kids on to SFM. It is indeed
mind~expending, They become more sble to try on unfamili ar concepts, increase
their intersst in current scientific svents, widen their horizons, learn to think
in terms of long-term ovtimums--the long view--and finally tend to dwell less in
the small world of prejudice. We fans have a responsibility to them to expose
tham to good saience fiction and fantasy--not to force it on them if it is not
their taste, but to spark ard encourage their interest., We just may be develop-

ing batter poople....

One of your reviewers referred to the "dismal Starlost”. Tet me say a word
or two about SF series on ™. Man Into Space circa 1958 or 9 was almost documen-
tary and very good. . Invad«rs wasn't too bad, Land of the Giants and Lost in
Space I dismiss as comic~strip level, and I dpn't sherg in stme 0f my fellow fanst
admiration for comix. The incemparable Star Trek was great because it threw in
a lot of good concepis. For eXample, humenit;” is as humanity does. You can look
completely human, and be beastly. You can have a completely different form, and

be human. Sure, Star Trek was a 1ot of =nod ailoan lun, but Yho conesrts; and oc-
casional sermons, came so subliminally btiat Loy mihe slip in under people’n
Prejudices and defenses. "If an alien crzature can zct Iiko 2 Auman, than maybs
tka black or yullow Man I mecs s=ntt 50 ba¢, himmi" In addition, instead of Jurnt
a few stars, the actors were a good vzam, and played to cach other in rapport.

» » o As for Starlost. it is not taa =0, I oeebines tha oft-tmitated thams

of Holnlein's Univoraa witk & paErallel of duvpauphs! Hars or Venus, Instaad of

many different countries furnishing = smorgasbtord of backgrounds, we have all the
biospheres. And it slips a foew mind~broadening concepts to the kiddies, who en-
JONRT R

Bezides, Lf the fans don't swnport uven the halfway decent SF series, who
will? The idiot TV networks might turn of f vl faucet cormpletely, God forbid.
(I think T forgot to mention Wild Wiid Weot Besices being a well-acted adven-
ture, it atartad, at least, as if 1t were science fiction being written back in
the 188015, T mention a fow items, the breavhing mask which Artemus Gordon
thought might be useful fop breathing under water, which saved West from suffo-
cating at a critical moment; the late, great Michael Dumn as the(Sinister Dr.

Qver)
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EN PASSANT (Continued) --

Lovelace who had all sorts of gadgets ineluding phonographs, radic, and.loud
speakers; the demented scientist played by Burgess Meredith, who could cause
earthquakes. )

Did I also omit Twilight Zone and Night Gallery? Some shows werc great,
such as James Whitmore's character portrayal of a captain losing his reason for
being, cracking up when the pecple who depended uwpon him for lsadership on a
desert asteroid were balng rascued and no longer needsd him. Then there was Carl
Reiner, who named the Cthulhu vanthecn, doscribed them; and proved conclusively
that they were utter rubbish--only to tuen inte somgthing better left buried,
Some of the others were purc pottoilers.

Just recently Prankenswsin, the True Story jave us a remarkably sensitive
treatment, and gocd acting. Most striking 7as tie comrarison botween the essen-
tial goodness of the ugly monstor, a.d the zssertial evil of beautiful Prima,
Frankenstein's second creatvion. Maybe thers is come hope for TV, , . .

((You also forgot to mention Cui.:* L.mite, =aich in its last year produced some
of the finest SP-related saswy vic heve ssen t 2 date on TV. And Time Tumnel
(which probably deserves te be fargobisn) and thu very early Science Fiction
Theatre, which was probabl:- somecniug like Man Into Space (which we never saw).
We also enjoyed those cpisodas of Dr. Who which we managed to see. #F Our 12-
year-cld daughter has shown some infercet in SP-related shows and stories (she
liked Star Trek and avidly watchzs “lie “ipes" films, but doesn't like Starlest),
but our son has no interest in it at all, --cd.)) =

George Fergus, 3341 W.Cullom Ave., Chicagc, 1L 60618 (22/12/73)

Regarding how long it takss the post cofiice to deliver SOTWJ: It has always
arrived in exactly. three days if mailsd on Mon., Tuves,, or Wed., but has varied
from 2 to 5 days if mailed on Thurs. or Fri. Since you mention that ysu now have
enough statistical data, I won't bother to rercrt individusl dates of receipt.

You could retitle a combined TWJ/SQOTWJ TAPEACRM, thus providing an excuse
for your use of the editorial "we". THE SF RAECORD really doesn't have much going
for it. How about THEZ SF B-TRACK TAPE? Or, sinco Dick Geis is no longer using
it (and stole it from Robert Y. Franson's defunct szine in the first place), why
not wse SF REVIIW? Think Big.

David Stever!s review of Right-Kanded Wilderncss in i 11k erroneously states
that it is Robert Wolls' first book. Eerklay nas published two previous novels
by Wells: The Parasaurians and Candle in the Sua. "Half Breed", the Asimov story
from ASTONISHING mentioned bty Ken Ozanne ‘n his review of The Space Magicians in
#/118 has been reprinted in The Barly Asimov, ~long with its ssquel and several
other stories that should perhaps have remaincd in oblivion, including the “stink-
er he had in the rext issue'. (For contents list seec SOTWJ #65). Isaac's commen-
tary on each item, however, should make the forthcoming paperback worth getting.
Ken does good book revisws--keep taem coming! But I'm not familiar with the term
"faq" which he's used twice. What does it mean?

Contrary to what you slate in #1215, fthe 3antam editien of Frank Herbert's
Hellstrom's Hive has not come out in 1973, I tend to think that the blurb you
quoted for The Night Stalker by Jeff Rice ("The novel on which the 'IV screenplay
of the same namc by Richard Matheson was basad.") is a blatant lie, since the
book is an original paperback cooyright 1973. or do I recall anyone but Mathe-
son being mentioned in the £ilm credits.

I note your description of The Temple of the Ten by H, Dedford-Jones & W.C.
Robertson: “Oriental tale of the mystic and maniacal telepath, Esrun." This is
obvicusly a nurse novel in disguisel! I never heard of SMASHING NOVELS MAGAZINE,
but it's certainly goet a nifty title. :

Re your nrozine index, I don't see any rcason to go thru the trouble of in-
dividual page numbers for each bock review, as Hal Hall suggested. Book review

(Cont. next vage):
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columns are not tynically so long as tc make photocopying the entire column un-
reasonable. . . . ' ’

((He concludes with a skort naragrach on TWJ 82, which will apoear in the TWJ
#83 lsttercolumn, and also includes a bunck of non-SF reviews (mystery and ad-
venture), which will apoear in futtre SCOTAJ!s. 7% Re the title: No decision
has been made yot on combining the twc 'zines; hopefully, this matter will be
settled by the end of January., Bubt TAPEJORN is the name of Jay Haldeman's pzat
(fanzine); and S F REVIEW would be appropriate, except we dislike using used
titles (results in a lot of confusion, particularly for libraries and others

who rely on those trade journals and indexes which are uswally two to three
years behind (and are probably still listing SF REVIEY as an active publica-
tion--they were still listing Y& FARRIE CH:s SSEMAYN several years after it was
combined with THE GAMESMAN, and apnarently still are overscas {we just got a
query on it from a firm in Malaysia)....). We den't particularly like “THE

SF RECORD", but threw it out as a suggestion on the basis of those fan-eds

who have been calling SOTAJ "the record book of science fiction®. And we're

not sure we should give "SF" too much nrominence in the title if we continue
to~-as we expect--provide coverage on .non-SF subjccts such as mysteries, ad-
venture books/films, old-time radio, and the like. But this will b discussed
in more detail after we print the Survey results later this month. 7% 'We don't
have The Night Stallker at hand (it's out for review), but its sequel, The Night
Stranglsr, contains a blurb which states: “Hot long age, Jeff Rice wrote a chill-
ing novel of the supernatural called The Night Stalker, which inspired a motion
picture seen by morc television viewers than any othar feature film fhade for TV
.« oo ## We nover heard of SMASHING NOVELS MAGAZINE either, but that's what
Don Grant's flyer says. Received a review copy of The Temple of the Ten. It's
not a very big book, but, like all of Grant's books we've seen, it's gquite uand-
some, and a worthy collector's item, --ed,))

We Alsoc Heard From:

Martin Williams: "Re the likes and dislikes of the SOTWJ features: I like
the book reviews, the lettcrcolumn, In Brief, ctc.; as for my dislikes, I could
agree without exception with the comments by Ueorge Fergus, and add that the is-
'sues with the prozine reviews arc usually & total waste of time for me. Despite
this I do consider SOTWJ well worth reading. . . .M

Don D'Ammassa: "You migh® meation at some time that Dave Stever erred in
referring to Right Handed Wilderness =s - Robert Wells!t first novel. It is at
least his third, and may cven precedea Inhsritance, currently being serialized
"in IF." Also, in another note: "Ken Ozannc mantions in #118 in his review of
Space Magicians that he thought he-had read "The Bittor Endm by Russell else-
where. Tt appeared in SF: The Great Years cdited by the Pohls, and in the SF
Hall of Fame, but both wore after iis appearaznce in the Moskowita anthology.n
Finally, in a third-lettcr, *You wmight find 2 intoresting to hear that we found-
2d recently the Shode Island SF Associatiern and Jdecided to put out a newsletter
of some sort. So naburally the title that irmediately came to sveryone's lips
was RISFA JOURNAL,"

Faul Willis (INFC Secretary), who in rientioning our publication of the de-
tails of the INFC conference some time back, states that "The only incorrect de-
tail was that the name of our cuartzrly is i INFO JOURNAL. 'Science and the
Unknewn! is a sub-title.?

Elsie Wollheim (DAW Books): "I loved The Lord's Pink Ocean. Why do you
bother when your revigws are nessisistic? I ocertainly won't cucte them.™

Dennis Lizn, who sent 2z bunch of things, including a ceopy of a book biblio
"done by ms at my library Jjob for local sf writcrs" {Science Fiction Writers of
the Twin Cities, 12 pp., inel. cover, mimeo: preovared for a library exhibit dur-~
ing the months of Mov. & Dec. '73; two pp. of biographical data and eight pp. of
bibliographical info on the scven writers featurod in the ?xhibit, all of whom

Over
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live or have lived in the Twin Cities area (Poul Anderson, Ruth Berman, Charles
V. De Vet, Gordon R. Dickson, Carl Jacobi, Clifford D. Simak, Donald Wandrei);
the bibliographic section lists all books and magazine serials written by the
seven featured authors and published in the U.S., plus other titles announced
for publication in '73). The accompanying lotter to us states: "I will supply
single copies of the Science Ficticn “Writers of the Twin Cities free to anyone
who requests one and sends me a self-addressed legal size enveiope with sixteen
cents postage on it., Requests could be sent to the work address given in the
biolio, but T would prefer thsy be sent to my home address: 2L08 Dupont Ave. S.
(Apt. 1), Minneapoiis, MN 55405,

Steve Lewls, whe sends a nartial list of radio shows he has for sale or
trade {Suoplement No. 8: 3 op., ditto, tape recls 7T310 thru T335; he trades at
value of $l/hr. on Shamrock tape, or sells with that as basic price; his address,
in case any of you other radio buffs are intercsted: 62 Chestnut Rd,, Hewington,
CT 06111), and also states: 9T hope the CBS iystery-Suspense series-to-be is 2
success, that some stations pick it up. Washington is apparently a good town for
radio, scems like some station will carry it. I understand CBS will sell it to
any other station after local affiliate turns it down. . . ." # "As far as I
know the NBC Monitor X Minus One shows are repeats of the original old show.
Another outfit was making brand nsw programs, of which I have one, but rumor has
1t that NBC owned copyright to namc and stole tho idea back again. # "As long
as I anm writing, I enjoy the book reviews very much, especially as you and YANDRO
are about my only contact with sf fandom recently. Wwhat with pulps and old radio
shows taking my hobby time, Wish you could find someonc to do mystery books of
various kinds. 1I'd do it myself if only I had iime to rcad. i## "As your ex-
German translator I wish I could help with Rottensteiner's QUARBER MERKUR, but
it has been so long since I read German, any attempt would be pitifully sad in-
deed. It wauld be worth the affort I think to transizte and reprint entirely,
from 1ist of contents and Franz' reputation, Thirty .rages of book reviews!it

Keith Freeman sends an LoC on TWJ 82 with starts wita a short comment on
SOTAJ (which will appear in #83 with his 382 comments), and ends with & P.S.:

"If I can add a 1little to Eric Bentcliffe's letter in 108: I know not wha 'pre-
viously announced! me as a candidats for TAFF but, although it was suggested I

run (in itself an honour) I was not in a forwsrd enovgh position to withdraw! If

I had been, I'11l add, I might well have withdrawn in favour of PETER ROBERTS. My
vote's been cast, I hope you've done 50 too! {Wot you, Der, but all your readersi)t
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SOTWAJ MATL EFFICIENCY SURVEY RESULTS

#107 == Mailed 2 Oct. Reec'ds 11/10 (Cheshire, VA; Howard, NJ); 12/10 (Gillam, NY;
Abel, XS; Fritter, CA; Waters, OH; McGirr, MA); 13/10 (Hall, TX; Wolfe, IL;
Smith, CA; Keifer, OH; Hochberg, NY); 15/10 (Bowic-Reed, CANADA); 10/11
(Freeman, ENGLAND).

#108 -- Mailed 11 Oct. Zec'd: 13/10 (Gillam, McGirr, Waters); 15/10 (Fritter,
Smith, Keifer, Francon(CA)); 16/10 (Bowie-Reed); 12/11 (Freeman).

#109 -- Mailed 18 Oct. Rec'd: 20/10 (Waters, Gillam, Stith(CO)); 22/10 (Quane
(TX}); 23/10 (Smith).

#110 -~ Mailed 23 Oct. Reec'd: 2L/10 (Cheshire); 25/10 (Waters, Gillam, MeGirr):
26/10 (Quanec, Hall, Stith).

#111 -~ Mailed 29 Oct. Rec'd: 31/1C (Quane, Gillam, Cheshire, McGirr); 1/1L
(Hall, Stith, Williams(Wa)).

#112 ~- Mailed 31 Oct. Kee'd: 1/11 (Gillam, Cheshire); 2/11 (Quane, McGirr,
Stith, Williams); 5/11 (S1ick(CA)); 7/11 (Barry(Asmara, ETHIOPIA, via 4P0)).

Survey ended with $112, but 7113 (mailed 6/11) was rec'd 7/11 (Cheshire), 8/11 (Gil-

lam, Rozman(MD)), 10/11 (Williams); #11L (mailed 8/11) was rcc'd 9/11 (Cheshire,

Rozman), 10/11 (Gillam), 12/11 (Williams); #115 (mailed 13/11) was rec'd 14/11

(Cheshire), 15/11 (MeGirr--who rec'ad 711k 13/11), 17/11 (Williams). Thanx for help!
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ESFA REPORT (Minutes for 2 Dec. '73 mecting oi the Eastern S.F. Assoc.):

The meeting was opened at 3:15 p,m. by the Secrctary, with an abtendance of
13. The Secretary's minutes were read and accepted. The Treasurer was absent.

Mark Owings mentioned a series of booklets from a New England source on pio-
neers of SF. The first three will deal with biographies of Erle Cox, Garrett P,
Serviss, and Robert “J. Chambers. The third issuc of SAVAGE TALES has a story by
Ray Garcia Capclla, originally published in AMRA. There seems Lo be some ques-
tion on copyright owncrship.

5am Moskowitz repcris Isaac Asimov has donc an article on Cyrano de Bergerac
for TV GUIDE in connection with a TV program, or serics, on the Frenchman. Rely-
ing heavily on Sam's Cyrano article in Explorers of the Infinite, Asimov will pay
with a reference to the book in the pieca. The second issue of CHARLIE CHAN MAGA-
ZINE is out, with better distribution than the first. MIKE SHAYNE MYSTERY MAGA-
ZINE has another of Sam's "Detective by Gaslight" serics. Sam has been trying to
sell this series as a book sincc 1962, The first issue of WEIRD TALES sold 18,000
out of 74,000 copies. The fourth issue is completed, but its publication will de-
pend on a pickup in sales for ;72. The sales report for the sccond issus is due in
January. Sam also gave a rundown on the 28 titles duz from Hyperion Press in
December and January.

The Secrctary asked for feelings on the proposed March luncheon meeting, in
view of the cnergy crisis and the possibility that the gasolire shortage might
affect attendance. Moskowitz pointed out that the proposed location, Downtowner
Gateway Motor Lodge, is adjacent to and comnected oy an enclosed walkway to Penn
Station, the terminus of all rail and bus lines into Newark. Moskowitz will con-
tact the GoH before the next meeting.

Moskowitz iniroduced John J. Pierce, who rcad cxcerpts from an essay, Fan-
tastika, Born of Revolution, by R. Nudelman, adapted from the Russian by John W.
Andrews. This was originally published in 1964 in rantastika, an anthology of
Soviet SF. It is a review and detailed history of a considerable body of Soviet
SF that first appeared in the 1920's, mostly in magazines. The Andrews transla-
tion will appear serially in Pierce's RENAISSATICE, published monthly at 45 a year,
and available Irem Samuel &. Konkin III, 635 &. 111th St., Apt. 24, New York, NY
10009.

Moskowitz reported briefly on The World of Fanzines by Frederic Wertham, M,D.,
published by So. Illinois University Press., Liks most SF fans, Sam was prepared
for a vicious attack on fanzine publishing and SF fandom in general. Instead he
found ‘Wertham, who cites some 225 titles irn his study, favorably impressed. He
has little to criticize and much to praise. Wertham aporoves of fanzines as a
truly particular and personal form of communication, as opposed to a world of mass
communication that tends toc minimize the individual veice. The imprimatur of a
Wertham, who was able to damage the comics industry, could have far-reaching con-
sequences for the fangine movement.

-- ALLAN HOWARD, Secretary, ESFA

CLUBZINES RECEIVED ~- :

INSTANT MESSAGE (New England S.F. Assoc., Imc., Box G, MIT Branch P.C., Cam-
bridge, MA 92139; ed, Jill Bastlake; bi-weakly; mimeo; Lh/yr. (for Corr. member-
ship, which also incl. sub to PROPER BOSKONIAN}) -- 5138 (18/11/73): 20 pp.; re-
port on 18/11 "Other Meeting"; Oct. Treas, report; NEEEK roster, commitiee list;
misc. news; calendar of uncoming local events. ## 139 (3/12/73): 8 pp.; minutes
of 2/12 Businocss mecting; announcements, etc.; calendar of upcoming local events.
#7140 (16/12/73): b pp. £ Boskone 11 Flyer; Other Heeting report; CoA's; notes/
amouncement s; calendar.

Y& MOUNTAIN STREAM IT:1 (Aug. '73)(Bill Berg, 2131 Keating St., S.E., Hillcrest
Heights, MD 20031; xerox; no price given): 29 pp. £ cover & contants page; a com-
pilation of Bill's reports on Fyrkewood (SCA) activities from 8/72 thru 8/73.
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S. F. MART:

WANTED 170 BUY: Complete sets of the
Science Piction Book Club's IN TIMES
TO COME prior to 1971l. Would like to
buy large sets if possible, will other-
wise go year by year. Like tb hear
from you. DAVID STEVER, 161C Worces-
ter Rd., Apt.433A, Framingham, MAO1T70L
WANTED TO BUY: Kirk art for A Giuide
to Middle Earth without printing; Mis-
catonic U, mug. GENE WOLFE, Box 69,
Barrington, IL 60010.

WANTED: Any used but unbroken hockey
equipment~-for use in volunteer hockey
program. Write or send to: EAST END
HCCKEY ASSOCTATION: %JACK COLLIKS,

#LlA, 916 Third Aveo, m-
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Classified ads arec free for SOTWJ sub-
bers & traders up to 10 35-characier
lines; 2¢/line thereafter. Ads are 23/
line {minimum 25¢) to others. Pre-
prepared flyers are 31.50/printed side
(200 copies needed). WNo ads in TWJ.
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Classified Ads

WANTED: I want to buy or trade old
Ace double books (or other Ace YDV
series paperbacks). Send list of
dups, wants, prices te: DEAN S. ABEL,
1332 Verment St., Lawrence, KS 660il;.
WANTED: Will pay #8 apilece ror issues
i#5 and ;'8 of THE HOWARD COLLECTCR.
Also want Ellison's Dangerous Visions
(orig. pub. ed. only). FLOYD PBILL,
Box 238, Morse, Sask., Ganada SOH 3CO.
WANTED: Issues Iy & 5 of SOTWJ. Will
pay 1 for the two, if in good condi-
tion. ALEX EISENSTEIN, 2061 W. Birch-
wood, Ghicago, IL 60645,

WANTED: NEW WORIDS #'s 175 & 176; THE
NE4 CAPT- GEORGE'S WHIZZBANG #1; THE
ARMCHAIR DETECTIVE (most issues); UN-
KNGI Jul. '39; mystery, detective,
jungle, occult, etc. maga (US & UK);
Chess books & 'zipes; "monster®, comix,
movie, "nostalgia" mags & books., DON
MILLER, 12315 Judson Rd., Wheaton, MD.

CRIME & PUNISHMENT (formerly THE MYSTERY NOOK): Book Reviews

Whose Body?, by Dorothy L. Sayers (Avon Books).

{Reviewer, MIKE BLAKE)

This, the first of the Lord Peter Wimsey mysteries, is neither the best
written or most ingenious of the series, but still is better than the current

output of some of the more popular mystery writers of today.

If you have not

vel discovered the exploits of England!s sleuthing peer, I suggest you rectify

that mistake immediately.

The Wimsey stories ars somc of the most highly re-
garded mystery novels ever written, classies in the genrc.

Whese Body? concerns

a hideously clcver method of disposing of a murdered corpse, and goes into de-
tail about one  of the most important facats of Lord Peteris 1ife, the traumatic
nightmares he suffers from during pericds of great emotional strain as a result
of his experiences as an army officer in World War I.

Death Has Many Doors, by Fred Brown (Bantam Books).

(Reviewer, DON D!'AMMASSA)

Detective Td Hunter bacomes invelved in one of the strangest cases in his
short career when a young 2irl asks him to protéct her from Martlian assassins.
Hunter atbempts to persuade her to seek psychiatric help, but his equanimity is

rocked when she is murdered in his presence,

The murdered girl's sister insists

that the Martians are a hallunication, but that her prescient fear of imminent

violence is real.

in his presence, despite all he can do to prevent it.

Apain Hunter looks on-helplessly as a young girl is murdered

Although Brown's resolu-

tion is unsatisfactory in this novel, this is easily ons of His most suspenseful

noveis.

Wo A1l Killed Grandma, by Fred Drown (Bantam Books).

{Reviewer, DON D'AMMASSA)

Fred Brovmn uses the old ploy of an amnesiac sceking tc discover whethar or
not he is a murdarer in this competent but rather conventioncl mystery: His
characters are -less vivid than usuval, his situations practically cliches, and

most of his revelations telegraphed.


A_Gtd.de

